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* = KO’d in the 10 team online RR 
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Lovebridge practice sessions IN ROOM 1321 

Day Date Time (CDT) 
 

Sunday April 12 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
 

Tuesday April 21 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
 

PRE-TOURNAMENT CAPTAINS & PLAYERS MEETINGS 
Live in Room 1321 & On Zoom 

Event Day Date Time (CDT) 

Open Sunday April 12  9:00 PM 

Mixed Tuesday April 21  9:00 PM 

 
OPEN SCHEDULE 

Day Date Time (CDT) Boards 

Round ROBIN (Based on 16 TEAMS) 
(Click Here for Playing Room Assignments WHEN AVAILABLE) 

Monday April 13 10:00 - 11:25 
11:45 - 1:10 
 
2:30 - 3:55 
4:15 - 5:40 
6:00 - 7:25 

Round 1  Boards 1-11 
Round 2  Boards 12-22 
80  minute  Lunch Break 
Round 3  Boards 23-33 
Round 4  Boards 34-44 
Round 5, Boards 45-55 

Tuesday April 14 10:00 - 11:25 
11:45 - 1:10 
 
2:30 - 3:55 
4:15 - 5:40 
6:00 - 7:25 

Round 6  Boards 1-11 
Round 7  Boards 12-22 
80  minute  Lunch Break 
Round 8  Boards 23-33 
Round 9  Boards 34-44 
Round 10, Boards 45-55 

Wednesday April 15 10:00 - 11:25 
11:45 - 1:10 
 
2:30 - 3:55 
4:15 - 5:40 
6:00 - 7:25 

Round 11  Boards 1-11 
Round 12  Boards 12-22 
80  minute  Lunch Break 
Round 13  Boards 23-33 
Round 14  Boards 34-44 
Round 15, Boards 45-55 

Quarterfinal 

Thursday April 16 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Lunch Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Friday 
  
 
  

April 17 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Lunch Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

Semifinal 

Saturday 
  

April 18 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Sunday 
 
 
  

April 19 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

Final 

Monday 
  

April 20 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Tuesday 
 
 
  

April 21 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:15 - 5:15 
5:30 - 7:30 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
60  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 

Mixed Schedule 

Round Robin (Assumes 13 or 14 teams; with 15 or 16 will be same as open) 
(Click Here for Playing Room Assignments WHEN AVAILABLE) 

Day Date Time Boards 

Wednesday April 22 10:00 - 11:30 
11:50 - 1:20 
 
3:00 - 4:30 
4:50 - 6:20 

Round 1  Boards 1-12 
Round 2  Boards 13-24 
100  minute  Break 
Round 3  Boards 25-36 
Round 4  Boards 37-48 

Thursday  April 23 10:00 - 11:30 
11:50 - 1:20 
 
2:30 - 4:00 
4:20 - 5:40 
6:00 - 7:30 

Segment 5  Boards 1-12 
Segment 6  Boards 13-24 
70  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 25-36 
Segment 8  Boards 37-48 
Segment 9  Boards 49-61 

Friday April 24 10:00 - 11:30 
11:50 - 1:20 
 
3:00 - 4:30 
4:50 - 6:20 

Round 10  Boards 1-12 
Round 11  Boards 13-24 
100  minute  Break 
Round 12  Boards 25-36 
Round 13  Boards 37-48 

Quarterfinal 

Saturday 
  

April 25 
  
  

10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Sunday April 26 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

Semifinal 

Monday 
  

April 27 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Tuesday 
 
 
  

April 28 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

Final 

Wednesday 
  

April 29 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:30 - 5:30 
5:45 - 7:45 

Segment 1  Boards 1-15 
Segment 2  Boards 16-30 
75  minute  Break 
Segment 3  Boards 31-45 
Segment 4  Boards 46-60 

Thursday 
 
 
  

April 30 10:00 - 12:00 
12:15 - 2:15 
 
3:15 - 5:15 
5:30 - 7:30 

Segment 5  Boards 1-15 
Segment 6  Boards 16-30 
60  minute  Break 
Segment 7  Boards 31-45 
Segment 8  Boards 46-60 

 



There will be delayed kibitzing for both of the 2026 USBCs on the LoveBridge website. Live Vugraph is 
delayed 30 minutes or until all tables have completed play on a board, whichever is later.  
Live video commentary of Finals 
In addition to your opportunity to watch the 2026 USBC play on LoveBridge Vugraph, Rob Barrington, 
Ewan McNay, and Adam Parrish will be hosting full day video commentary of the 2nd day of both Finals 
on the USBF YouTube channel at 11:30 AM and 5:00 PM EDT, on the following dates: 

 April 21, Open Final, April 30, Mixed Final. 
Highlights after each stage of each event 
Teams of experts, including some of the players in the USBCs, will join Rob, Ewan, and Adam for round 
ups of each stage of play. These BridgeCasts will be posted on the USBF YouTube channel the morning 
after each segment airs: 

 4/16 - Open Round Robin; 
 4/18 - Open Quarterfinal; 
 4/20 - Open Semifinal; 
 4/25 - Mixed Round Robin; 
 4/27 - Mixed Quarterfinal; 
 4/29 - Mixed Semifinal. 

Kibitzing Schedule (EDT) For all KO days of the 2026 USBCs, kibitzing times will be : 
Segment 1: 11:30 am EDT 
Segment 2:  1:45 pm EDT 
Segment 3: 5:00 pm EDT 
Segment 4: 7:15 pm EDT 
For Round Robin days, each kibitzing segment will start 30 minutes after play starts. 
To view a Single Table, click on the blue arrow on the scores page.It provides the largest view of one 
table, with buttons to get to other information. 
Match View will show the two tables of a match side by side on your screen; 
Split View will give you 4 panes of your window and you can put whatever you want in each of them to 
watch 2 side-by-side matches at once, or one match and the scores of others. 
Click on Buttons to get interesting information:  

 The image of the sticker with the number of the board (upper right) takes you to the results of 
the board; 

 the arrow in the bottom right corner takes you to the scoresheet 
 the DDS shows the double dummy analyses. Besides that there is a button for the other table of 

the same match, 
 at the top left corner you can see the bidding with alerts and the explanations (mouse over), the 

tricks already played, and the double dummy analysis for the available number of tricks with the 
par score. 

 NEW THIS YEAR: Written commentary will show in a large area on the left of the screen in Single 
Table view and at the top of the screen in Match View. If you are interesting in providing written 
commentary, please email Jan and she will get you authorized. 

Navigation icons: 
While surfing here and there in the vugraph, or amongst the archive sessions, there are icons to help 
you. You can always go back to the main page with the “house” or to the standings with the “scores”. 
There is also a built-in back button because the back button of your browser will always take you to the 
starting page. If this is not what you wanted, push next in your browser and you can continue where you 
were. 
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I am impressed 
That declarer finessed! 
That’s why he’s on the 

top… 
I’d have played for the 

drop! 
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HOSPITALITY 

The hospitality suite (room 2321) will be open most of the day. You may watch Vugraph or get a snack when there. We 
are providing breakfast and lunch each day of play. Marie France Benoit will be our lead hostess, with help from Jacob 
and Marge Morgan. If you can volunteer to help with hospitality (mainly picking up last-minute things at Costco and 
other local stores) please let Jan Martel or Marie France know and they will put you to work!! 

Breakfast: From 8:00-10:00 am. There will be the usual breakfast food: cereal, bagels, toast, salmon, fruit, juice, coffee 
and tea. Keurig coffee will be available in the hospitality suite. So long as the suite doesn't become too crowded, you 
are welcome to eat there.  

Lunch: On the first three days of the Open and Mixed USBCs we will be serving a buffet lunch in the hotel restaurant. 
The hotel is unwilling to have people take food out of the restaurant to eat someplace else. Lunch will be served from 
12:30-2:30. The second Round Robin match each day is scheduled to end at 1:10 and the third match starts at 2:30. 

After the first 3 days of each event, lunch will be available in the hospitality suite from 1:45-3:45. There will be a main 
dish (sandwiches, chicken, main dish salads, pizza) as well as tuna salad, green salad, cheese, fruit, berries, cookies or 
other desserts. 

There is a water dispenser in the hospitality suite. Please bring a water bottle to use. Soft drinks will be available in re-
frigerators. As with breakfast, you are welcome to eat in the hospitality suite unless it is too crowded. 

Let us know if you have specific needs: please make our hosts aware of your needs and they will do their best to ac-
commodate you.  

Playing Rooms & Player's Break Room 
We have a water dispenser in the Office/Player's Break Room (1321), as well as soft drinks, Nespresso, some packaged 
snacks, and some fruit. We ask that you recognize that we are working in that room, and others are playing in the 
rooms next door and across the hall, so please try to keep voices low. 

 

NEW: The hotel has requested we use coupons for the in restaurant lunches we are providing. Please see your team 
captain to get a coupon on days when meals are being provided  in the hotel dining room.  

MASSAGES 

Our wonderful massage therapist, Ela, will come to the hotel whenever there are enough people who 
want a massage. Hopefully, she will be coming on Sunday, April 12.  
Please let Jan Martel (on site) know if you want a massage that Sunday or on any other day and Jan 
will arrange it. 

  
No Electronic Devices are Permitted in the Playing Area. 

This applies to players AND kibitzers. 

Severe penalties will be assessed for violation of this rule. 

Please turn off all cell phones and check them at the door. 

The USBF reserves the right to wand anyone entering the playing field. 



Puzzle Page …  
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Some people wing it. 

Not me! I king it! 



 

Sudoku 1 

Sudoku 2 
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I’m not lazy, just energy-efficient. 
 
I set up an origami business. But it folded. 
 
I ate a watch. It was time-consuming. 
 
Why do cows have bells? Their horns don’t work. 
 
I got rid of my spine. It was holding me back. 
 
My theory on inertia never gained momentum. 
 
Age isn’t just a number. It’s clearly a word. 
 
I’m Buzz Aldrin! 2nd man on moon! Neil before me! 
 
Rockin’ side dish? Fleetwood Mac & Cheese. 
 
Undercooked rap-rock barbecue? Limp Brisket. 
 
Magician’s assistants are highly sawed after. 
 
Hit a hailstorm in Italy. Now my car is al dente. 
 
Self-help books are easier read than done. 
 
Writing a Jedi book? Metaphors be With You. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

Please be “scent”sitive! Many players 
have allergies and have trouble 

breathing when perfumed aromas are 
present! Thank you!! 
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MIXED/Senior SWISS CUP Semifinal    
 Round 5 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 6 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Round 7 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Round 8 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 MIXED PAIRS Semifinals A & B    
 Round 4 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 5 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 6 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 SENIOR TEAMS  
 14 teams or less Senior Teams Semi Final    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
 15 to 30 teams Senior Teams Final    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
 31+ teams Senior Teams Final    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 SENIOR PAIRS Semifinals A & B    
 Round 4 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 5 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 6 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 First Week BAM - Semifinals A & B    
 Round 1 15/16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 2 15/16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 3 15/16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 DAY 7 - August 26      

 MIIXED TEAMS Final    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
 MIXED/Senior SWISS CUP Final    
 Round 1 8 boards 10.00 - 11.05    
 Round 2 8 boards 11.20 - 12.25    
 Round 3 8 boards 12.40 - 13.45    
 Round 4 8 boards 14.45 - 15.50    
 Round 5 8 boards 16.05 - 17.10    
 Round 6 8 boards 17.25 - 18.30    
 Round 7 8 boards 18.45 - 19.50  

Continued on page 13 



Where do monkeys work out? The jungle gym. 
 
A musician with problems is a trebled man. 
 
My band’s called “Duvet”. We only do covers. 
 
Scary network name? Silence of the LANs. 
 
Lazy kangaroo = pouch potato. 
 
I don’t trust trees. They’re too shady 
 
What hackers do on a boat? Go phishing. 
 
Opposite of Ladyfingers? Mentos 
. 
I bought a boat because it was for sail. 
 
My fear of moving stairs is escalating. 
 
What do you call a short mother? Minimum. 
 
Pronouns for a bar of chocolate? Her/she. 
 
In the tanning Olympics, the winner gets bronze. 
 
Beer for dieting vampires? Blood Lite. 
 
Ghosts’ favorite game? Hide and shriek. 
 
How to end a mummy movie? That’s a wrap! 
 
Demons are a ghoul’s best friend. 
 
Vampire’s favorite cocktail? Bloody Mary. 
 
Cheap ghosts go bargain-haunting. 
 
The Electrician’s Daily covers current events. 
 
I thought Ariana Grande was a font. 
 
Worried about the calendar. Its days are numbered. 
 
Kids with graph paper = always plotting something. 
 
I’m afraid that a book on phobias won’t help. 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Something about acupuncture really nee-
dles me. 
 
Banging my head against the keys = playing 
by ear 
 
Identical twin grizzlies. That bears repeat-
ing. 
 
When it comes to needles, cactus makes 
perfect. 
 
Hipsters hate big rivers; they’re too main-
stream. 
 
Nothing keeps me grounded like gravity. 
 
Reincarnated vikings are Bjorn again. 
 
I just sold my homing pigeon for the 10th 
time… the gift that keeps on giving! 
 

The USBF has recorder forms. If something happens at 
your table, please fill out a form and submit it to Jack 

Oest, USBF Recorder, at this email address: 

jost@rcn.com 

This address as well as Jack’s cell number are on the 
masthead on page 1. 



Gene owned a landscaping business and loved his work. 
For his summer project this year, he decided to divide 
the yard around his house into five different sections and 
landscape each area to a different style. He also decided 
that each section should focus around a water feature, 
just to give himself a challenge. Around each water fea-
ture, he introduced a different type of flowering tree, 
one type of bush, and two types of flowers. Beyond that, 
he kept the landscaping simple to allow the beauty of the 
setting to speak for itself. It took him almost all of the 
summer but the end results were well-worth the effort. 
Determine the type of water feature each section had, 
and the types of trees, bushes, and flowers he planted in 
each area.  
1. The two sections with waterfalls were the section 

with a dogwood tree and the section with crocus 
flowers. The lilacs were planted by the goldfish pond 

but not with the weeping cherry tree.  
2. The mimosa tree was planted with the daffodils but 

not with the gladiolus. The weeping cherry tree was 
not in the same section as the rhododendron.  

3. The muscari wasn’t planted around a fountain. The 
pansies were planted with the amaryllis but not with 
the rhododendron.  

4. One section had tulips and dahlias but not with the 
flowering almond tree. One of the fountains was 
planted with azalea but not with the pansies.  

5. The hydrangeas were not planted with the gerani-
ums. The sections with the fountains were the sec-
tion with the gladiolus and the section with the flow-
ering almond tree.  

6. The wisteria was planted with the sweetbay magno-
lia tree but not by a fountain. The weeping cherry 
tree was planted with hyacinths.  10 
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Fish in schools sometimes take debate. 
 
How does a train hide? It covers its tracks. 
 
Duck pyrotechnics? Firequackers. 
 
If you stand outside, you’re outstanding. 
 
The pregnant dog got arrested for littering. 
 
I asked my dog how his day went. Rough, he said. 
 
I wrote a book on chronology. It’s about time. 
 
It’s hard to concentrate at a juice factory. 
 
Where do TV controllers hide? Remote destinations. 
 
Thanksgiving = Much Ado About Stuffing 
 
I’d like to have kids one day, but no longer. 
 
FedEx and UPS are merging. Now they’re Fed-Up. 
 
In my defense, I was left unsupervised. 
 
I’ll take the high road, you take the psycho path. 
 
Prison librarians consider the prose and the cons. 
 
Smaller babies = stork. Heavier babies = crane. 
 
How do you make antifreeze? Steal her blanket. 
 
How to make holy water? Boil the hell out of it. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Greg Humphreys  is a talented software engineer 

and accomplished bridge player.  

 

He was the winner of the Mott-Smith Trophy at a recent 
spring North American Bridge championships, a three-
time North American champion, and arguably the best 
bridge player in Charlottesville, Virginia.  

 

Greg got hooked on Bridge in 1998 and quickly joined the 
local club, where he found success playing with Walter 
Miller's 49er club.  

 

Greg studied computer science at Princeton and Stanford 
before moving to Charlottesville, VA, to teach at the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Since that time, Greg has since left 
academia to work for several startups and major tech 
companies like Nvidia, Google, and Twitch.  

 

From Greg’s BridgeWinner’s Profile: 

 

Bridge Information 

Favorite Bridge Memory: 

2dXX+1, +760. Lose 8 imps to Billy Miller. 

 

Bridge Accomplishments 

Mixed Pairs: 1st, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th, 5th, 9th. Plati-
num Pairs: 3rd Mixed BAM: 3rd. Fast Pairs: 1st, 6th, 17th. 
2 Day Swiss: 10th. Silodor: 5th, 11th.  

 

Regular Bridge Partners 

Max Aeschbacher, Adam Parrish, and Jenni Carmichael. 

 

Favorite Tournaments 

Hawaii, Bermuda, Hunt Valley, Santa Clara, Charleston 

 

Favorite Conventions 

Transfers 

 

BBO Username: Humper 

 

Here in Schaumburg, Greg is playing on the Parrish team 
with Phil Clayton, Danny Sprung and Adam Parrish 
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USBF Supporting Membership 
 

If you don’t want to play in the USBF Championships that choose teams 
to represent the USA in the World Bridge Federation Championships, but 
do want to aid our events, a Supporting Membership can be the perfect way for you to be 
involved.  

 

A Supporting Membership is $25 for one year ($75 for 3 years) and your donation will be 
used to cover inevitable expenses: attorney fees, accounting fees, website support services, 
tournament directors, insurance, WBF dues, and vugraph operators.   

 

The USBF is an all-volunteer organization.  

 

Our meetings are by conference call and at NABCS. Board members and the organization’s 
officers are not compensated for meetings, travel, or hotel expenses. 

 

Answer to Logic Puzzle On Page 10 

I’m so tired of babysitting my mom’s grandkids. 
 
I’m not passive-aggressive, unlike some people. 
 
A group of idiotic lions is a foolish pride. 
 
In Arnold’s new piano movie, he’ll be Bach. 
 
People who talk behind my back discussed me. 
 

(Continued from page 11) 
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MIXED PAIRS Finals A & B    
 Round 1 plays together w/the Senior Pairs 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25 B   
 Round 2 plays together with the Senior Pairs 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40 B   
 Round 3* 18 boards 15.55 - 18.40
 *A only   
       
 SENIOR PAIRS Finals A & B    
 Round 1 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25 B 
plays together with the Mixed Pairs   
 Round 2 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40 B 
plays together with the Mixed Pairs   
 Round 3* 14 boards 15.55 - 18.05
 *A only   
       
 First Week BAM - Final A & B    
 Round 1 15 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 2 15 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 3* 21 boards 15.55 - 18.55
 *A only   
       
 DAY 8 - August 27      
 OPEN TEAMS Qualification Swiss    
 Round 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 2 14 boards 12.10 - 14.05    
 Round 3 14 boards 15.05 - 17.00    
 Round 4 14 boards 17.15 - 19.10    
 *Members of the Knocked out teams can join Semifinal B of the Pairs competition 
 **If the number of teams in their dedicated competition is 31 or more the eliminated teams 
 can join the Swiss Cup at the qualification stage only, 
 which will be then renamed Mixed/Seniors Swiss Cup or Open/Women Swiss Cup 
 ***Open and Women eliminated pairs can form teams and play the Open/BAM qualification 
       
  WOMEN'S TEAMS    
 14 teams or less    
 Women's Teams Qualification    
 TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 15 to 30 teams    
 Women's Teams Qualification    
 TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 31+ teams    
 Women's Teams Qualification Swiss    
 Round 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 2 14 boards 12.10 - 14.05    
 Round 3 14 boards 15.05 - 17.00    
 Round 4 14 boards 17.15 - 19.10    
       
 DAY 9 - August 28      
  OPEN TEAMS Qualification Swiss    
 Round 5 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 6 14 boards 12.10 - 14.05    
 Round 7 14 boards 15.05 - 17.00    
 Round 8 14 boards 17.15 - 19.10    

Continued on page 14 

Continued from page 8 
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WOMEN'S TEAMS    
 14 teams or less    
 Women's Teams Qualification TBD Eiither a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 15 to 30 teams    
 Women's Teams Qualification    
 TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 31+ teams    
 Women's Teams Qualification Swiss**    
 Round 5 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 6 14 boards 12.10 - 14.05    
 Round 7 14 boards 15.05 - 17.00    
 Round 8 14 boards 17.15 - 19.10    
 **If the number of teams in their dedicated competition is 31 or more the eliminated teams can join the Swiss 
Cup at the qualification stage only, which will be then renamed Mixed/Seniors Swiss Cup or Open/Women Swiss 
Cup      
       
 DAY 10 - August 29      
OPEN TEAMS Round of 64    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 OPEN/Women SWISS Cup Qualification    
 Round 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Round 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Round 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    

 ⚠️ A dedicated Swiss Women's Cup will be organised only if there are enough registered teams.   
   
OPEN PAIRS Qualification    
 Round 1 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 2 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 3 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 WOMEN'S TEAMS    
 14 teams or less    
 Women's Teams Qualification TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 15 to 30 teams    
 Women's Teams Qualification    
 TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 31+ teams    
 Women's Teams Round of 16    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 WOMEN'S PAIRS Qualification    
 Round 1 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 2 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 3 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    

Continued from page 13 
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 DAY 11 - August 30      
       
OPEN TEAMS Round of 32    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 OPEN PAIRS Qualification    
 Round 4 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 5 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 6 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 OPEN/Women SWISS Cup Qualification    
 Round 5 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Round 6 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Round 7 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Round 8 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 WOMEN'S TEAMS    
 14 teams or less    
 Women's Teams Qualification TBD Either a Round Robin or a Swiss    
 15 to 30 teams    
 Women's Teams Quarterfinals    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
 31+ teams    
 Women's Teams Quarterfinals    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       
 WOMEN'S PAIRS Qualification    
 Round 4 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 5 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 6 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20    
       
 DAY 12 - August 31      
       
 OPEN TEAMS Round of 16    
 Stanza 1 14 boards 10.00 - 11.55    
 Stanza 2 14 boards 12.15 - 14.10    
 Stanza 3 14 boards 15.10 - 17.05    
 Stanza 4 14 boards 17.25 - 19.20    
       

 OPEN PAIRS Semifinals A & B    
 Round 1 16 boards 10.00 - 12.25    
 Round 2 16 boards 13.15 - 15.40    
 Round 3 16 boards 15.55 - 18.20 

Continued from page 14 

Katovice Schedule, Final installment in tomorrow’s bulletin 
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BBO welcomed around 800 entries across 12 games on Day 1, with approximately 600 unique players. The biggest tour-
nament was, as expected, the very popular Women’s Daylong, which attracted around 400 players. We expect partici-
pation to continue growing as the Festival progresses. 

  

The current rankings are available here: 
https://news.bridgebase.com/womens-online-festival-leader/ 

  

After Day 1, Connie Marfel of the United States is in first place, 
followed by Sviatlana Badrankova of Lithuania in second, and 
Melanie Kakalec of the United States in third. 

  

More information about the Festival is available here: 
https://newsbridgebase.com/womens-online-festival-home/ 

  

For any woman who would still like to participate, there are 12 
games each day through Sunday. The Daylong is a most conven-
ient option for players with a busy schedule.  

  

There is also a free Pairs tournament with video chat (optional) 
every day at 7 PM Central European Time (1 PM New York) for 
those who prefer a more social game. 

  

“On behalf of the WBF Women’s Committee, we hope you consider playing in this event and we hope you enjoy it. 
Bringing Women’s Bridge to the forefront is key right now with declining numbers of players. After the highly suc-
cessful WBF Women’s Online Teams just a short time ago, this event serves to build momentum in the growing 
Women’s Bridge Community. Drop by BBO anytime through April 19th and take a look-see!” 

  

Suzi Subeck, Chairman, WBF Women’s Committee 

Mary Kelly Rogers, Co Chair, WBF Women’s Committee 

  

Supporting these events will encourage the advocates (WBF, BBO, RealBridge, and more) to find and provide more 
platforms for women-specific challenges to make us a force in the game.  

  

Good luck if you play… we’ll be watching your progress and working with you to build “the women’s” game…  

We matter! 

  

Thanks, ladies, for your support!! 

  

https://news.bridgebase.com/womens-online-festival-leader/
https://news.bridgebase.com/womens-online-festival-home/
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On Board 5 of the SemiFinals, all four tables played in 4H N/S. If the opening lead is a heart or a diamond, declarer can 
win in North, cash the DA, play a heart to dummy and discard one of the club losers on the DK. At three of the tables a 
black suit was led and the contract was defeated. 

 

 

 

 

In the Open Room of 
Shourie/Wildavsky, however, Ron 
Gerard led the D2. Play ensued as 
described above and declarer 
claimed 11 tricks. 

13 IMPs to Shourie 
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On Board 8, both 3NT 
and 4S produce 9 tricks 
for declarer. 

 

At three of the tables, on 
similar auctions to the 
one below from 
Nickell/Fleisher, North 
showed 5+ spades and 
5+ hearts. South pre-
ferred NT and North ac-
quiesced.  

It’s certainly reasonable, 
once North has de-
scribed his distribution 
to allow South to choose 
the game. 

 

 

 

Things went awry in 
the Closed Room of 
Wildavsky/Shourie 
where Wildavsky 
chose 3NT and Doub 
corrected to 4S. 

 

Wolpert led the C6 
and Doub ruffed in 
hand. He played a 
heart off dummy and 
Shourie won the king. 
Shourie played a 
spade, ducked to Wol-
pert’s king. Wolpert 
cashed the HQ and 
played a heart to 
Shourie’s ace. Four 
tricks for defense, con-
tract light one.  

10 IMPs to Shourie 

3H showed 5/5 weaker 

 Grue  Weinstein  Moss  Levin 
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Looking at the traveler, 
Board 10 is worth noting. 
TWO 1700’s are not com-
monplace. 
 

6H E/W is a lucky make with 
with everything working. 
The HQ is onside, hearts 
splitting. The SA is available 
to pitch the club loser.  

 

At both tables where 4SX was 
the final contract, the auctions 
as well as the majority of play 
were identical. East led the H2 
and West won the ace.  

 

West shifted to a diamond and 
declarer finessed, losing to 
East’s singleton king. East 
cashed the HK and CA producing 
a wish trick!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CT went to the king and the DJ followed. Declarer played the ace. East ruffed trump eight. East played their C8 and de-
clarer claimed 4 total tricks for down 6! 

 

14 IMP to Wildavsky and Fleisher 

 

Just think: if the two tables where 
the results were 1700 had been in 
the same match, it would have been 
“just another push board!” 
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Kitty Cooper pointed out this hand from Friday’s QuarterFinal matches, citing the fact that there were 4 pass-outs 
among the most aggressive contenders in bridge today… adding to Kitty’s observation, making the situation even 
stranger, is the fact that East/West is cold for 9 tricks in 3NT on the favorable lie of the cards. 

At half of the tables where 1NT was played, East opened 1D. West responded 1H and E bid 1NT. 

In Wildavsky/Jacobs, where Cohler/Sontag were E/W respectively, Cohler passed the East hand and Sontag opened 1H. 
Gary bid 1NT and it passed out. 

In Fleisher/Rosenthal, where Fleisher/Martel were E/W respectively, Fleisher opened 1C (2+), Martel bid 1D showing 
hearts, Fleisher bid 1H and Martel bid 1S, NF to invitational, Fleisher bid 1NT and it, too, passed out. 

Thanks Kitty for suggesting this hand! Hope you and Bart enjoyed the Art Institute! If anyone sees an interesting hand, 
please send me an email at thesubecks@sbcglobal.net or stansubeck@prodigy.net.  

 

 
 20 
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On Board 31, North/South can 
collect 11 tricks in diamonds or 
no-trump.  

 

Three of the four tables played 
in the nine trick game. 

 

At the fourth table, where 
Bathurst/Hurd were West/East 
respectively, they bypassed 3NT, 
took 7 rounds of bidding and 
ultimately opted to play in 5D.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bathurst, arguably one of the 
best, most successful, highly fo-
cused declarers, played South 
for the trump jack and was 
harshly punished when North 
held Jx. With no opponent bid-
ding, he had no information 
about North/South’s distribu-
tion. 

 

Wildavsky led the C8, ducked to 
Doub’s ten.  

 

Doub, having an advantage over 
Bathurst, was able to count all 
13 clubs. He nonchalantly , re-
turned the C5. Bathurst MUST 
ruff with either the king or 

queen of diamonds if Wildavsky holds the DJ or Wildavsky will be able to overruff and defeat the game. Kevin ruffed 
with the D3 and the contract was doomed. 

 

11 IMPs to Wildavsky 

4NT=H cue 
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And look at this!! 
 

 

 

 

Immediately following Board 
33, 34, too is FLAT! 

 

Two in row is really amazing! 

 

 

 

Board 33 is truly FLAT! 

 

Same contract at every table 

 

Same lead at every table 

 

Same result at every table 

 

Same direction declaring at 
every table 

 

And they say that never hap-
pens… 

 

Ed. Note: Of course it is easier 
to have a flat board with only 
four tables in play!! 
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Katz and Nickell are more con-
servative than some would 
think.  

 

It paid off on Board 43 when 
they were the only East/West 
pair to stop short of the heart 
game.  

 

East/West have four losers: 

2 hearts, 2 diamonds, and the 
SA 

 

6 IMPs to Nickell 

2D=hearts 
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On Board 50, Brian Platnick 
and Kevin Rosenberg, made it 
impossible for Greco/Hampson 
to bid their cold 3NT game.  

 

Platnick opened light, light 
enough that some would con-
sider it a psych. Greco over-
called 1NT and Rosenberg, 
never shy, jumped to game in 
hearts. 

 

The best N/S could do was to 
double. Greco led the SK, 
played a diamond to 
Hampson’s ace, got the CQ 
through the king to the ace, 
followed by a club ruffed in 

dummy. Platnick played the H2 to Greco’s ace. Greco led another club which Hampson ruffed with the HT while 
dummy shed a spade. The SJ went to the ace and the DJ went to the king. The H3 went to the king and declarer settled 
for 8 tricks… down 2 and 8 IMPs while Moss/Grue bid and made 3NT with an overtrick in the other room. 

1. Brad Moss - Joe Grue Fleisher 0.73 32.67 45 

2. Brian Platnick - Kevin Rosenberg Fleisher 0.66 29.67 45 

3. Mark Lair - Ron Gerard Wildavsky* 0.28 12.67 45 

4. John Kranyak - Vince Demuy Shourie 0.27 12.00 45 

5. Adam Wildavsky - Doug Doub Wildavsky* 0.06 2.67 45 

6. Bobby Levin - Steve Weinstein Nickell* -0.01 -0.33 45 

7. John Hurd - Kevin Bathurst Shourie -0.05 -2.33 45 

8. Gavin Wolpert - Rajath Shourie Shourie -0.12 -3.67 30 

9. Nick Nickell - Ralph Katz Nickell* -0.31 -9.33 30 

10. Eric Greco - Geoff Hampson Nickell* -0.66 -29.67 45 

11. John Schermer - Neil Chambers Wildavsky* -0.71 -21.33 30 

12. Chip Martel - Marty Fleisher Fleisher -0.77 -23.00 30 

 


