Volume 19, Issue 3

April 14, 2026

USBF President
Geoff Hampson
USBF Vice President
Christal Henner
USBF COO & Secretary
Jan Martel
USBF CFO & Treasurer
Max Schireson
USBF Recorder
Jack Oest
jost@rcn.com
773-387-9378
USBF Chief
Communications Officer
Suzi Subeck

0.00 69.40
0.00 63.21
0.00 6143
0.00 55.58
-1.75 5411
0.00 53.05
0.00 49.70
0.00 43.37
0.00 39.60
0.00 34.02

0.00 2215
0.00 18.83

16.93 0.00 56.91
15.10 0.00 46.30

19.11 13.85 0.00 60.27
16.18

1597 1911 0.00 70.32

1411 19.44
15.77
13.01
13.01
5.38
9.62
16.75

15.77

Directors
McKenzie Myers, DIC
Ken Horwedel
Chris Wiegand

12.09

16.75 14.37

8.57 10.00 15.77
1597 6.15

3.25

6.70

4,90

Tournament Organizer
Jan Martel
Software Expert
Al Hollander
VuGraph Organizers
Rob Barrington
Jan Martel
Chris Wiegand

179 17.61
1411
14,62 1038

13.30
1385 7.29

857 823
13.30

4,03

13.85

6.99

6.99

10.00 18.87
11.43
6.15 11.77
5.89
4.23
6.99
3.82

Appeals
Administrator
Suzi Subeck, Chairman
Appeals Panel:
Wafik Abdou
David Berkowitz
Cheri Bjerkan
Tommy Carmichael
Rich DeMartino
Marty Fleisher
Ron Gerard
Geoff Hampson
Marty Hirschman
George Jacobs
Ralph Katz
Chip Martel
Jeff Meckstroth
Kerri Sanborn
Danny Sprung
Adam Wildavsky

12.09 16.93
615 3.07

12.41
10.00
113 13.01
6.70 1821 12.71
239
0.89

563 1000 5.89
423 056

791
3.07

10.74
791 325 1143

9.26
759
4,03
0.89

Shourie
Bailey
Kovachev
Rosenthal
Bramley
Parrish
Fleisher
Wildavsky
Nickell
Goodman
Rathi
Jacobs
Han
Baseggio
Henner
Davinci

Bulletin Editor
Suzi Subeck

Results after Day 1 RR... 3 rounds of 11 Boards

1
2,
3,
4,
5.
6.
7
8,
9
10.
1.
2,
13,
14,
16.

Hospitality
Marie-France Benoit
Marge Morgan

UNITED STATES BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

“Trials” and Tribulations—USBC and MUSBC




Open Teams:

* = KO’d in the 10 team online RR

Mixed Teams:

Bramley Bart Bramley, Capt Kitty Cooper
Kit Woolsey JoAnna Stansby
Compton Chris Compton, Capt Donna Compton
Gigi Simpson Gary Cohler
Jeff Meckstroth Candyce Pfluger
Ding Hong Ding, Capt Ming Sheng
Lin-huan Chen Ding-hwa Hsieh
Dinkin Sam Dinkin, Capt Avery Silverstein
Cenk Tuncok Lynn Baker
Adam Grossack Emma Kolesnik
Ge Xin Ge, Capt Disa Eythorsdottir
Michael Rosenberg Debbie Rosenberg
Kevin Rosenberg Amber Lin
Hamman Kristen Onsgard, Capt Mike Passell
Bob Hamman Jill Meyers
Kerri Sanborn Steve Sanborn
Henner Christal Henner, Capt Uday Ivatury
Steve Garner Shawn Quinn
Adam Wildavsky Pam Wittes
Kaplan Adam Kaplan, Capt Jenni Carmichael
Harrison Luba Allison Howard
Garth Yettick
Lewis Linda Lewis, Capt Finn Kolesnik
Raluca Nistor Radu Nistor
Max Rotaru Ljudmila Kamenova
Li Music Li, Capt Qinqin Zhang
Genie Thai-May Leyi Chen
Millens Shan Huang, Capt Joan Millens
Sandra Rimstedt Cecilia Dwyer-Rimstedt
Kevin Dwyer-Rimstedt
Rosenthal Andrew Rosenthal, Capt Migry Campanile
Chris Willenken Olivia Schireson
Eldad Ginossar Dana Berkowitz
Rubenstein Stewart Rubenstein, Capt | Anam Tebha
Joe Grue Jenny Wolpert
Zach Grossack Giorgia Botta
Smid_Sarnow | Ariel Smid-Sarnow, Capt | Julie Arbit
Philip Wang Nicole Qian
Zhang Sylvia Shi, Capt Daniel Korbel
Susan Zhang Eddie Wold

Janice Molson

Geoff Hampson

e

Bailey Bill Bailey, Capt Josh Donn
Daniel Korbel Roger Lee
Joel Wooldridge David Grainger
Baseggio Franco Baseggio, Capt Jeff Ferro
Ai-Tai Lo Josh Sher
Bramley Bart Bramley, Capt Adam Kaplan
Greg Hinze Venkatrao Koneru
Owen Lien Aaron Jones
Davinci Chris Compton Richard Leonardon
Eddie Wold Adam Grossack
Finn Kolesnik Harrison Luba
Donna Compton, NPC
Fleisher Marty Fleisher, Capt Chip Martel
Brad Moss Joe Grue
Kevin Rosenberg Brian Platnick
Goodman | Mike Passell Doug Simson
Eric Rodwell Andy Goodman
Kevin Dwyer-Rimstedt Shan Huang
Han Yanong Han, Capt Ming Sheng
Wanfeng Mou Jeff Fang
Henner Christal Henner, Capt Uday Ivatury
Debbie Rosenberg Max Schireson
Jeff Wolfson Steve Garner
Jacobs George Jacobs, Capt Claude Vogel
Gary Cohler Billy Cohen
Larry Robbins Alan Sontag
Kolesnik Alex Kolesnik, Capt Ron Smith
Jiang Gu Walter Lee
Kovachev | Val Kovachev, Capt Charlie Wilkins
Jacob Morgan Alex Hudson
Nickell Nick Nickell Ralph Katz
Bobby Levin Steve Weinstein
Eric Greco Geoff Hampson
Jill Levin, NPC
Parrish Adam Parrish, Capt Greg Humphreys
Phil Clayton Danny Sprung
Rathi Anant Rathi, Capt Drew Hoskins
Amber Lin Will Watson
Brent Xiao Cornelius Duffie
Rosenthal | Andrew Rosenthal, Capt | Aaron Silverstein
Chris Willenken Eldad Ginossar
Zach Grossack Michael Rosenberg
Shourie Rajath Shourie, Capt Gavin Wolpert
John Kranyak Vince Demuy
John Hurd Kevin Bathurst
Wildavsky | Adam Wildavsky, Capt Doug Doub
Ron Gerard Mark Lair
Neil Chambers John Schermer
Woolsey Kit Woolsey James Holzhauer
Steve Beatty Fred Stewart
Mark Feldman Jeff Aker
Zheng Vinny Zheng, Capt Nicole Qian
Ava Donnellan David Long




Lovebridge practice sessions IN ROOM 1321

Day Date Time (CDT)
Sunday | April12 | 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Tuesday | April21 | 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

PRE-TOURNAMENT CAPTAINS & PLAYERS MEETINGS

Live in Room 1321 & On Zoom

Event Day Date Time (CDT)
Open Sunday April 12 9:00 PM
Mixed Tuesday April 21 9:00 PM
OPEN SCHEDULE

Day | Date | Time (CDT) | Boards

Play, Practice,
Captains' Meetings
Open & Mixed Schedules

Round ROBIN (Based on 16 TEAMS)
(Click Here for Playing Room Assignments WHEN AVAILABLE)

Mixed Schedule

Round Robin (Assumes 13 or 14 teams; with 15 or 16 will be same as open)

(Click Here for Playing Room Assignments WHEN AVAILABLE)

Monday April 13 | 10:00 - 11:25 | Round 1 Boards 1-11
11:45-1:10 Round 2 Boards 12-22
80 minute Lunch Break
2:30 - 3:55 Round 3 Boards 23-33
4:15 - 5:40 Round 4 Boards 34-44
6:00 - 7:25 Round 5, Boards 45-55
Tuesday April 14 | 10:00 - 11:25 | Round 6 Boards 1-11
11:45-1:10 Round 7 Boards 12-22
80 minute Lunch Break
2:30 - 3:55 Round 8 Boards 23-33
4:15 - 5:40 Round 9 Boards 34-44
6:00 - 7:25 Round 10, Boards 45-55
Wednesday | April 15 | 10:00 - 11:25 | Round 11 Boards 1-11
11:45-1:10 Round 12 Boards 12-22
80 minute Lunch Break
2:30 - 3:55 Round 13 Boards 23-33
4:15 - 5:40 Round 14 Boards 34-44
6:00 - 7:25 Round 15, Boards 45-55
Quarterfinal
Thursday April 16 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 | Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Lunch Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Friday April 17 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
75 minute Lunch Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 8 Boards 46-60
Semifinal
Saturday April 18 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Sunday April 19 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 8 Boards 46-60
Final
Monday April 20 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 | Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Tuesday April 21 | 10:00 - 12:00 | Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
60 minute Break
3:15-5:15 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:30-7:30 Segment 8 Boards 46-60

Day Date Time Boards
Wednesday April 22 10:00 - 11:30 Round 1 Boards 1-12
11:50 - 1:20 Round 2 Boards 13-24
100 minute Break
3:00 - 4:30 Round 3 Boards 25-36
4:50 - 6:20 Round 4 Boards 37-48
Thursday April 23 10:00 - 11:30 Segment 5 Boards 1-12
11:50-1:20 Segment 6 Boards 13-24
70 minute Break
2:30 - 4:00 Segment 7 Boards 25-36
4:20 - 5:40 Segment 8 Boards 37-48
6:00 - 7:30 Segment 9 Boards 49-61
Friday April 24 10:00 - 11:30 Round 10 Boards 1-12
11:50-1:20 Round 11 Boards 13-24
100 minute Break
3:00 - 4:30 Round 12 Boards 25-36
4:50 - 6:20 Round 13 Boards 37-48
Quarterfinal
Saturday April 25 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15 - 2:15 Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30 - 5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Sunday April 26 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15 - 2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 8 Boards 46-60
Semifinal
Monday April 27 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Tuesday April 28 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15-2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 8 Boards 46-60
Final
Wednesday April 29 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 1 Boards 1-15
12:15 - 2:15 Segment 2 Boards 16-30
75 minute Break
3:30-5:30 Segment 3 Boards 31-45
5:45 - 7:45 Segment 4 Boards 46-60
Thursday April 30 10:00 - 12:00 Segment 5 Boards 1-15
12:15 - 2:15 Segment 6 Boards 16-30
60 minute Break
3:15-5:15 Segment 7 Boards 31-45
5:30-7:30 Segment 8 Boards 46-60




Delayed Kibitzing Throughout the USBCs on the LoveBridge site!

There will be delayed kibitzing for both of the 2026 USBCs on the LoveBridge website. Live Vugraph is
delayed 30 minutes or until all tables have completed play on a board, whichever is later.
Live video commentary of Finals
In addition to your opportunity to watch the 2026 USBC play on LoveBridge Vugraph, Rob Barrington,
Ewan McNay, and Adam Parrish will be hosting full day video commentary of the 2nd day of both Finals
on the USBF YouTube channel at 11:30 AM and 5:00 PM EDT, on the following dates:
e April 21, Open Final, April 30, Mixed Final.
Highlights after each stage of each event
Teams of experts, including some of the players in the USBCs, will join Rob, Ewan, and Adam for round
ups of each stage of play. These BridgeCasts will be posted on the USBF YouTube channel the morning
after each segment airs:
e 4/16 - Open Round Robin;
e 4/18 - Open Quarterfinal;
e 4/20 - Open Semifinal;
e 4/25 - Mixed Round Robin;
e 4/27 - Mixed Quarterfinal;
e 4/29 - Mixed Semifinal.

Kibitzing Schedule (EDT) For all KO days of the 2026 USBCs, kibitzing times will be : The excitement is
Segment 1: 11:30 am EDT building.
Segment 2: 1:45 pm EDT It’s gotten quite tense.

I’'m trying to see if
The auction makes sense!

Segment 3: 5:00 pm EDT

Segment 4: 7:15 pm EDT

For Round Robin days, each kibitzing segment will start 30 minutes after play starts.
To view a Single Table, click on the blue arrow on the scores page.lt provides the largest view of one
table, with buttons to get to other information.

Match View will show the two tables of a match side by side on your screen;

Split View will give you 4 panes of your window and you can put whatever you want in each of them to
watch 2 side-by-side matches at once, or one match and the scores of others.

Click on Buttons to get interesting information:

e The image of the sticker with the number of the board (upper right) takes you to the results of
the board;

e thearrow in the bottom right corner takes you to the scoresheet

e the DDS shows the double dummy analyses. Besides that there is a button for the other table of
the same match,

e atthe top left corner you can see the bidding with alerts and the explanations (mouse over), the
tricks already played, and the double dummy analysis for the available number of tricks with the
par score.

e NEW THIS YEAR: Written commentary will show in a large area on the left of the screen in Single
Table view and at the top of the screen in Match View. If you are interesting in providing written
commentary, please email Jan and she will get you authorized.

Navigation icons:

While surfing here and there in the vugraph, or amongst the archive sessions, there are icons to help
you. You can always go back to the main page with the “house” or to the standings with the “scores”.
There is also a built-in back button because the back button of your browser will always take you to the
starting page. If this is not what you wanted, push next in your browser and you can continue where you

were.
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Helpful Information
for Players On Site!

No Electronic Devices are Permitted in the Playing Area.
This applies to players AND kibitzers.
Severe penalties will be assessed for violation of this rule.
Please turn off all cell phones and check them at the door.
The USBF reserves the right to wand anyone entering the playing field.

MASSAGES

Our wonderful massage therapist, Ela, will come to the hotel whenever there are enough people who
want a massage. Hopefully, she will be coming on Sunday, April 12.

Please let Jan Martel (on site) know if you want a massage that Sunday or on any other day and Jan
will arrange it.

HOSPITALITY

The hospitality suite (room 2321) will be open most of the day. You may watch Vugraph or get a snack when there. We
are providing breakfast and lunch each day of play. Marie France Benoit will be our lead hostess, with help from Jacob
and Marge Morgan. If you can volunteer to help with hospitality (mainly picking up last-minute things at Costco and
other local stores) please let Jan Martel or Marie France know and they will put you to work!!

Breakfast: From 8:00-10:00 am. There will be the usual breakfast food: cereal, bagels, toast, salmon, fruit, juice, coffee
and tea. Keurig coffee will be available in the hospitality suite. So long as the suite doesn't become too crowded, you
are welcome to eat there.

Lunch: On the first three days of the Open and Mixed USBCs we will be serving a buffet lunch in the hotel restaurant.
The hotel is unwilling to have people take food out of the restaurant to eat someplace else. Lunch will be served from
12:30-2:30. The second Round Robin match each day is scheduled to end at 1:10 and the third match starts at 2:30.

After the first 3 days of each event, lunch will be available in the hospitality suite from 1:45-3:45. There will be a main
dish (sandwiches, chicken, main dish salads, pizza) as well as tuna salad, green salad, cheese, fruit, berries, cookies or
other desserts.

There is a water dispenser in the hospitality suite. Please bring a water bottle to use. Soft drinks will be available in re-
frigerators. As with breakfast, you are welcome to eat in the hospitality suite unless it is too crowded.

Let us know if you have specific needs: please make our hosts aware of your needs and they will do their best to ac-
commodate you.

Playing Rooms & Player's Break Room
We have a water dispenser in the Office/Player's Break Room (1321), as well as soft drinks, Nespresso, some packaged

snacks, and some fruit. We ask that you recognize that we are working in that room, and others are playing in the
rooms next door and across the hall, so please try to keep voices low.




Puzzle Page ...

Physics

Find and circle all of the words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining 30 letters spell an Albert Einstein quotation.

Y DO A COUST | CSsSQTWUTCSVNE
VvV ANBDOWPWPULIERKNUTEW I DF E
R FCUWUAI A CGE I ENASIUL I AE
CDECOOCUROOCTULT CRSZ SURL
OE I NE S YATPNIRNUOVTCIKWZPADO
L NNMALWVAGNI VS AI I YL DH
DS S PU I ENNWPE I ENDIRNAAK
F I T T T T I RECTMATCOEYT CYC
U T E Y S ZNTAYYH I TTZPZPEIGA
S Y | RESAE | TCACROI GMNL
| L NE L L AEME | ELREIDUOTE | B
OYRVPOLWMMOJOT SEWZPUNK S
NF T E I BEV AWAMNNWEOXTWE
oOFULCCRUMRVETCTUORTWPEA AP
T A TTNRZSTR I NGTHEIORYHDO
WTRY | P OWERETEMOMRBREMHT
E OYGREMNIEREFRACT I ON Il O
NMNGPMULUI DNZEWPULIENUGTMH S
s ¢ | TPOEDUT I LPMAKIROW I

ACCELERATION ELECTRON LAWS QUARK

ACOUSTICS ENERGY LENGTH REFRACTION

AMPLITUDE ENTROPY LEVER SOUND

ATOM EXPERIMENT MASS STRING THEORY

BLACK HOLE FARADAY MECHANICS TESLA

BUOYANCY FREEZING POINT MOMENTUM THERMOMETER

CENTRIPETAL  FULCRUM NEWTON TRAJECTORY

COLD FUSION  GRAVITY OPTICS VECTOR

CONVECTION  HAWKING PASCAL VISCOSITY

DENSITY IMPEDANCE PENDULUM  WAVE

DISPLACEMENT ISOTOPE POWER WEDGE

DOPPLER KELVIN PRINCIPLES WORK A work of art

EINSTEIN

To bid a heart!
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Sudoku Solutions
on Page 12
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Sudoku 2

Sudoku 1

What do dentists call their X-rays? Tooth pics!

~ N

Why did the melon jump into the lake? It wanted to be a 1 9

watermelon. 4

w
(o))

Why did the mushroom get invited to all the best par-
ties? He was a fun-guy!

N
-
Qo

What has four wheels and flies? Garbage truck. 6 4

What do you call an elephant that doesn’t matter? An 8
irrelephant.

INEN
o

Dad, can you put my shoes on? No, | don’t think they’ll fit

me.

N~
N
(@))

Why do you smear peanut butter on the road? To go
with the traffic jam.

Where did Napoleon keep his armies? In his sleevies.

Did you hear about the actor who fell through the floor-
boards? He was just going through a stage.

What kind of music do the mummies listen to? Wrap mu- Please be “scent”sitive! Many players
sic. have allergies and have trouble

breathing when perfumed aromas are
The broom was late today because it overswept last present! Thank you!!

night!

(Continued on page 9) 7




World Bridge News...

The World Bridge Federation, in partnership with Milanbridge.com, is proud to announce the launch of the WBF Acad-
emy Youth Bridge Training, a new online tournament and learning series open to all players aged 5 to 30 years old.

The initiative is a combination of competitive play and expert coaching

Twice a month, on Thursday evenings, participants will compete in an online pairs tournament hosted on Intobridge,

featuring 10 preselected deals.

Each session is followed by a 60 to 90-minute post-event webinar led by international expert Mi-

lan Macura, who will guide participants through the key deals and help players at every level

grow their game. Replays of each session will also be available from the day after the event. The

first session takes place on Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 20:00 CEST.

All information at: milanbridge.com/training/wbf-academy-training

From worldbridge.org... written by Francesca Canali

General Information

wn

2
[75) The 9th World Youth Transnational Championships will be held in Hefei, China, from 3 to 8
| — August 2026. The Opening Ceremony will take place on 2 August 2026.

Venue: Hefei Fengda International Hotel

THE CHAMPIONSHIPS WILL INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING EVENTS
TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIPS

World Transnational U26 Teams Championship

World Transnational Women U26 Teams Championship

World Transnational U21 Teams Championship

World Transnational U16 Teams Championship

World Transnational U31 Teams Championship
PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIPS

World Transnational U26 Pairs Championship
World Transnational Women U26 Pairs Championship
World Transnational U21Pairs Championship
World Transnational U16 Pairs Championship

World Transnational U31Pairs Championship

About the 9th Youth Transnational Champ

AT A GLANCE

o
17

Dates
3-8 August 2026

Opening Ceremony
2 August 2026

City
Hefei, China

Venue
Hefei Fengda International Hotel

Organiser
World Bridge Federation

Edition
9th Championships
Categories

OpenU26 - Women U26 - Open
U21- Open U16 - Open U31

QUICK LINKS

Eligibility

Format & Schedule

Rules & Regulations

Anti-Doping

Entry Fees

Venue & Hotel

Travel

Visa

Contact

Registration



https://www.worldbridge.org/world-bridge-academy/wba-youth-training

(Continuned from page 7)
What does a sea monster snack on? Fish and ships.

What music do planets like to listen to? Neptunes.

What lights up a stadium? A match.
How do you think the barber won the race? He took a shortcut.

Which tea is hard to swallow? Reality.

What is the easiest way to burn 1000 calories? Leave the pizza in the oven.

Did you hear about the claustrophobic astronaut? He just needed a little space.

Did you hear about the guy who stole a calendar? He got 12 months; they say his days are numbered.
| used to be addicted to soap, but I’'m clean now.

There are two types of people in the world, those who can extrapolate from incomplete data.

HOWNH AR v

Why did the dog cross the road? To get to the barking lot!

A nurse told me, “Sorry for the wait!” | replied, “It’s alright, I'm patient.”

Working in a mirror factory is something | could totally see myself doing.
I’'m terrified of elevators, so I’'m going to start taking steps to avoid them.
Did you hear about the mathematician who’s afraid of negative numbers? He'll stop at nothing to avoid them.
Why are pirates called pirates? Because they arrrr!

Helvetica and Times New Roman walk into a bar. “Get out of here!”, shouts the bartender. “We don’t serve your
type.”

What do you call a cold dog? A chili dog!

What is Harry Potter’s favorite method of getting downhill? JK Rolling.

| had a construction joke to crack. But cannot do it now as it is still a ‘work in progress’.
What is the term used for birds that stick together? Vel-crows.

Why is that picture in jail? Because it was framed.

What do you call a sleeping dinosaur? Dino snore.

What did the frog order at the cafe? French flies.

Which key opens a banana? Mon-key.
(Continued on page 11)



Customers S

Cheri

Darla

Hazel
Katrina
Virginia
Wanda
Yolanda
amethyst
aquamarine
diamond

ones

etals

opal

ruby
sapphire
topaz
14k gold
18k gold
24k gold
palladium
platinum
titanium
white: gold

$1100

$1200

$1300

$1400

$1500

$1600

$1700

14k gold

18k gold

24k gold

palladium

platinum

titanium

white gold

amethyst

aquamarine

diamond

opal

ruby

sapphire

topaz

Prices Customers

$1100

Answer to Puzzile

on page 12

Bottom of Page

Stones Metals

$1200

$1300

$1400

$1500

$1600

$1700

1. The piece that cost $1200 is either the ring made of tita-
nium or the ring made of 18k gold.

2. The ring made of 18k gold cost 100 dollars more than
Darla's ring.

3. The piece made of 14k gold cost 300 dollars more than
the piece with the diamond.

4. The piece with the amethyst cost 400 dollars less than the
ring made of titanium.

5. The ring that cost $1700 doesn't have the ruby.

6. Virginia's piece cost 100 dollars less than Hazel's piece.
7. The ring made of titanium doesn't have the aquamarine.
8. Virginia's piece cost less than Cheri's piece.

9. The piece made of 18k gold cost 300 dollars less than the

piece with the topaz.
10. The ring that cost $1300 has the amethyst.
11. Hazel's piece is either the ring with the diamond or the
ring made of 14k gold.
12. Katrina's ring cost $1600.
13. The piece made of white gold is either Katrina's ring or
the piece that cost $1500.
14. The ring with the aguamarine cost more than the ring
made of palladium.
15. Of the piece with the opal and the ring that cost $1700,
one is made of platinum and the other is Wanda's.
16. The ring made of 18k gold doesn't have the ruby.
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Meet thhe Players

From the Collaborative Capital Advisors website:

“Rajath Shourie is a member of our advisory board. Previously, he was Global Co-
Portfolio Manager of the flagship distressed opportunities funds at Oaktree Capital Man-
agement. In addition to his portfolio management responsibilities, he was active in fund-
raising and firm management, and served on multiple private and public company boards.

-; Rajath invested across distressed debt, private credit and private equity. He developed
expertise in taking companies public, running sell-side M&A processes, executing capital
markets transactions, and serving on creditors’ committees.

Prior to joining Oaktree he worked in the Principal Investment area at Goldman Sachs, and
\ was a management consultant at McKinsey & Company. Rajath earned a BA in economics
from Harvard College, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.

He then went on to receive an MBA from Harvard Business School, where he was a Baker Scholar. He is a competitive
bridge player, and won the gold medal in the world transnational championship in Buenos Aires in 2024.”

Here in Schaumburg, Shourie is a member of the Shourie squad, including Shourie’s partner, Gavin Wolpert, John Kran-
yak, Vince Demuy, John Hurd and Kevin Bathurst.

Humor, continued from p. 9

Why is the obtuse triangle always frustrated? Do whatever; it is never right.

What do you call two math-loving guys? Algebros.

You should you never trust a person writing on graph paper? He is plotting something.

A number that can’t stay in place. Roamin numeral.

What kind of water doesn’t freeze? Hot water.

Which dog breed can jump higher than a skyscraper? Any dog. A skyscraper can’t jump.

| told my doctor that | had broken my arm in two places. He told me to stop going to those places.

What's a plant’s favorite drink? Root beer!

Who cleans the ocean? Mer-maids! O °
A magician was driving down the road and turned into a driveway. \/
Just finished a box of Corn Flakes. You can check out my cereal killer Netflix special next Tuesday.

Why didn’t the bullet come to work today? Because he got fired.

Which is Minnie Mouse’s favorite car? A Minnie van.

In a race, how did one tomato cheer the other? Ketchup!

. . 11
You see a robbery in an Apple store. What are you? An I-witness.




Sudoku
Answers
Puzzies on Page 7
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Answer o Sudeku 1 Answer %o Sudeky 2

USBF Supporting Membership

If you don’t want to play in the USBF Championships that choose teams
to represent the USA in the World Bridge Federation Championships, but
do want to aid our events, a Supporting Membership can be the perfect way for you to be
involved.

A Supporting Membership is $25 for one year (575 for 3 years) and your donation will be
used to cover inevitable expenses: attorney fees, accounting fees, website support services,
tournament directors, insurance, WBF dues, and vugraph operators.

The USBF is an all-volunteer organization.

Our meetings are by conference call and at NABCS. Board members and the organization’s
officers are not compensated for meetings, travel, or hotel expenses.

What do you say when a snowman throws a tantrum? Answer to |.0gIC Puzzle On Page 10
He is having a meltdown.
wnjuey | aliyddes epuepn 00.1$

Humpty Dumpty loved autumn. Why? Because he had a wnuely ledo  eumey  009$
great fall.

ploB 8y zedo) usyd  00SL$
Two peanuts were walking in the town. But one was a-
salted. P PIOB i} Aany lezeH  00vl$

~

How do you host a space party? You Planet. PIoB i ishipowy BlubaA - 00€1$

. . . po6yg),  euuewenby  EPUBIOA  00Z}$
A dinosaur crashes his car. What do you call him?

Tyrannosaurus Wrecks. 12 W SR szl | @




On Board 8 of Round 1, 6S is cold but

& AK7543
BOARD: 8 0 not easy to bid. In 6 out of the 8
DEALER: WEST ar matches, this hand created a signifi-
VULNERABLE: NONE & AKB cant swing. Interestingly, in the two
matches where there were pushes,
Bramley/Henner bid and played game
@ 96 @ 182 at both tables while Davinci/Rathi
b :;;83 b ?3532 played slam at both tables.
& 097 & 32 The play is easy. With everything

splitting and sitting well, there are 12
top tricks and if declarer takes a fi-
Par: 1520 & nesse for either round queen, there

D * o ¥ A65 are 13 for the taking.
NG 139 9 13 13 AK4
EW @ 3 & 8 @ & IT654 Han, North, and Sheng, South, had a

strong club auction against Greco and
Hampson to get to slam:

Home team Visiting team P Room IMP 1016+
NS EW Home Visiting
Open 66 N %2 +1 1010 w \ : >
> en +
1 Bailey Parrish P 11 PASS 14 PAsS 1ef
@) Closed 46 N ®2 +3 510 PASS 26 PASS 2NT
. C) Open 56 N 92 +2 510
2 Baseggio Kovachev . P 10 PASS 4@ PASS 4NT
) Closed 66 S &7 = 980 PASS | 5 PASS 66
2 Braml 4 Open 46 N &3 +3 510 S
ramiey enner - = 15=8+ bal, could have a 5 card suit
Closed 4@ N @243 510 2NT=fewer than 3 spades
L. . Open 66 N 42 +1 1010 5D=0 or 3 KC
4 Davinc Rathi - - _
Closed 66 N &2 +1 1010 At the other table, Levin, North, and
Open 46 N 2 +3 510 Weinstein, South, had a standard auc-
5 Fleisher Wildavsky 10 tion to rest in game:
[B)Closed 6N S ¢6 = 990 w N E S
C)] Open 64 N ®2 = 920 (]
6 Goodman Rosenthal . P 9 PASS 16 PASS 2%
) Closed 46 N &3 +3 510 PASS 26 PASS 36
. Nictkell Open 66 S ®) +1 1010 PASS 3NTH pAss 4
an icke
@) Closed 46 N 42 +3 510 Pass 4@ pass e
. Open 46 N ®2 +3 510 T T T
8 )Jacobs Shourie 11 2C=2+
) Closed 66 N ®2 +1 1010 3INT=Serious
4H=certain club control
W N E S

L

PASS 1. PASS 2* In Baseggio/Korvachev, after Baseggio’s“serious” 3NT, Franco and Ferro
PASS 2’ PASS 3’ began a series of cues. Alex Hudson, West, doubled Ferro’s 5H cue and

Baseggio put on the brakes, bidding only 5S.

C——

PASS 3NT PASS 4 , . .

Both NT and clubs, like spades, can yield 13 tricks double dummy.
PASS 5é& PASS 5@ , o , o

Gerard/Lair found 6NT in Fleisher/Wildavsky, while Rimstedt/Huang

DOUBLE 5S ALL PASS found 6C in Goodman/Rosenthal.

13



PYCH

BOARD: 13 ¥ 0956
DEALER: NORTH 4 Kb
VULNERABLE: ALL & 965
@® 1T764 ® A3
VKT 9732
4 18753 4 162
&) & AQT43
ar: 600 ®09
RN ¥ 186
NG 7 6 8 7 9 4 A9
EW 5 7 4 6 & & K872
Home team Visiting team P Room * IMP
NS EW Home Visiting
. . Open 2¢ E #2 = 90 -2.40  2.40
1 Bailey Shourie - -
@) Closed 2¢ E ¢A = 90 -2.40  2.40
G) Open 49 S &) -2 200 -5.20 5.20
2 Baseggio Rathi . P : 3
@) Closed 16 E &7 +1 110 -3.00 3.00
.. Open 2@ S &) +1 140 3.60 -3.60
3 Bramley Davinci 6
@)Closed 2¢ E @2 = 90 -2.40 240
. . B) Open 2¢ E 4A = 90 =240 240
4 Fleisher Nickell . P - -
@) Closed 2¢ E ¢A = 90 -2.40 2.40
. Open 4® S &) -1 100 247 247
5 Goodman Parrish 12
@)Closed 3N S #6 = 600 11.40-11.40
Open 2@ N @A +1 140 3.60 -3.60
6 Han Kovachev - -
@) Closed IN N &4 +2 150 3.60 -3.60
Open 2¢ E &2 = 90 -2.40 2.40
7 Henner Jacobs 5
©)Closed 2@ N ®2 = 110 2.67 -2.67
X @) Open 2® N 42 = 110 2,67 -2.67
8 Rosenthal Wildavsky . P
) Closed 2@ N @A -1 100 247 247
32 v s 93549635K484

L w | N _|_E | S |ig

PASS PASS | INT

PASS | 2NT @PASS

PASS 3NT PASS PASS

PASS

INT=14-16

2NT=puppet stayman

3C=no 5 card major

14

34

W Mike Passell

POVsddé ¢ ¢

N Greg Humphreys

Q92AJ86K87

POOVVOVVLLS

S Adam Parrish

249
L L A g

In Round 2, on Board 13, only
one pair of the sixteen bid the
cold vulnerable 3NT.

At most tables, the auction
ended at the 2 level in a red suit.

Twice, North/South found the
doomed 4-4 heart game. 4H is
down off the top when West
leads the singleton CJ to their
partner’s ace and collects 2 ruffs.

The winning result went to Greg
Humphreys and Adam Parrish in
the in the Closed Room of Good-
man/Parrish. (see below)

Passell led his fourth from his
longest and strongest: S6 to his
partner’s ace.

Goodman made his best effort,
switching to the C4. Parrish
ducked and Passell won his CJ.
Sadly for Passell/Goodman, Pas-
sell had no more clubs!

Passell returned to spades, play-
ing the jack.

Parrish won
dummy’s king
and took the
losing heart

N finesse. Passell
continued the
attack on
spades, Parrish
winning his
gueen. Adam
cashed 3
rounds of
hearts, 3
rounds of dia-
monds, and
when the CA
was onside, he

¢

OTHER ROOM:

S 49 -1-100

1 was able to

score his CK for
the 9th trick
and game.




Board 32 from the 3rd

& 052 .
BOARD: 32 W AKTS round of play is a perfect
DEALER: WEST m example of why they say...
VULNERABLE: E-W & AT Lead fourth from your
longest and strongest
against NT contracts!
& A1B5 & KT973
¥ 732 ¥ 095
1732 986 Several pairs found and
& 52 & 17 made the unmakeable 3NT
game.
Par: 450 :gﬁh The pairs that played it and
NS 'ﬂ 8 1.1 7’ g Ka7 made it from South were
EW 2 5 2 6 2 & K09863 lucky to have West on lead.

West had two 4-card suits
and, while the spade suit

€ Home team Visitingteam P Room f By W * IMP was stronger, the diamond
EURLCUDR RN suit looked “safer”.’
) Open 5& N &7 = 400
1 Bailey Jacobs Closed 564 N #3 = 400 ) " But as the familiar adage
suggests, playing IMPs, it is
- . Open 3N N &9 -1 50 often better to attack than
3 Bramley Goodman Open 6& N &K -1 >0 11 InBramley/Goodman,
Closed 3N S 42 +2 460 Adam Kaplan led the D2,
enabling declarer to take
4 Davinci Shourie Open 64 N @3 -1 50 11 11 tricks: 6 clubs, 3 dia-
Closed 3N N &7 +2 460 monds, and 2 hearts.
. Open 3N N &9 -1 50 In Hans/Rosenthal, .Zach
5 Fleisher Kovachev Closed 3N N 9 -1 50 - " Grossack led the DT
(Rusinow), allowing Ming
hal Open 3N S ¢T +2 460 Sheng to collect the same
o Han Hosentha Closed 3N N @7 +3 490 1 1ticks
7 H Nickell Open 64 N &3 -1 50 10 It is easy to sympathize
enner Icke with the four pairs who
Closed 6Nx N &T -3 500 " played in a not.
Open 6 N &3 -1 50 unreasonable 6C. Had the

8 Rathi Wildavsky 11 HQ been onside, they could

and would have been suc-
cessful.

@) Closed 4® N 6 +2 480

Nickell/Katz bid 6NT. Debbie Rosenberg, East, made an aggressive double (Her side hadn’t made a call.) and backed up her
thinking with the lead of the ST. The contract failed 3 tricks for a 10 IMP swing when Debbie’s teammates bid 6C in the
other room and failed by one trick.

Only Bailey/Jacobs was a push with both North/South pairs landing in the making 5C.
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If you look at the records of the hands online and notice that in the first match, it says that Chris and Donna Compton
were playing with one another (and you also notice in the team list that Donna in the non-playing captain of the team),
this was a typo. Please disregard it.

B9 Ore V75 IR © OF® ¥/ ThE=R

1. John Kranyak - Vince Demuy Shourie 2.59 85.47 33

2. Mark Lair - Ron Gerard Wildavsky 1.52 50.00 33 THE 32 WBEWOMEN'S

3. Alex Hudson - Jacob Morgan Kovachev 1.18 64.93 55 ONLlNE BRIDGE FEST“’AL

4, Daniel Korbel - Roger Lee Bailey 1.00 43.87 44

5. Adam Parrish - Greg Humphreys Parrish  0.88 48.60 55

6. Michael Rosenberg - Zach Grossack Rosenthal 0.86 28.27 33

7. Adam Kaplan - Bart Bramley Bramley 0.78 34.33 44 1 —

8. Josh Donn - William Bailey Bailey 0.56 18.40 33 Aprll 1 3 1 9' 2026

9. Chris Willenken - Eldad Ginossar Rosenthal 0.54 23.60 44 @ : . . .
Wintalfreelentny/thelWomen's|PairsiChampionship

10.  David Grainger - Joel Wooldridge Bailey 0.41 13.60 33 at the WBF\World Bridge Series 2026in|Katowice)

11.  Bobby Levin - Steve Weinstein Nickell  0.40 17.53 44 ___JClEllotslefipointsiandiotherprizes

12.  Kevin Dwyer Rimstedt - Shan Huang Goodman 0.37 20.27 55

13.  Aaron Jones - Owen Lien Bramley 0.27 8.93 33

14.  Brian Platnick - Kevin Rosenberg Fleisher 0.26 11.60 44 ‘ ‘

15.  Chip Martel - Marty Fleisher Fleisher 0.20 6.60 33 I >

16.  Gavin Wolpert - Rajath Shourie Shourie 0.16 5.13 33 _

17.  Billy Cohen - Larry Robbins Jacobs 0.12 4.00 33

18.  Brad Moss - Joe Grue Fleisher 0.10 3.33 33

19.  Greg Hinze - Venkatrao Koneru Bramley 0.05 1.80 33

20. Doug Simson - Eric Rodwell Goodman 0.02 0.33 22

21.  Nick Nickell - Ralph Katz Nickell -0.06 -1.33 22

22.  Anant Rathi - Drew Hoskins Rathi -0.06 -2.13 33 °

23.  Eric Greco - Geoff Hampson Nickell -0.08 -3.73 44

24.  Claude Vogel - George Jacobs Jacobs -0.09 -2.93 33 q

25.  Amber Lin - Will Watson Rathi  -0.12 -4.00 33 °

26. Jeff Fang - Wanfeng Mou Han -0.16 -8.67 55

27.  John Hurd - Kevin Bathurst Shourie -0.22 -9.60 44 m

28. Andy Goodman - Mike Passell Goodman -0.22 -7.20 33

29.  Charlie Wilkins - Valentin Kovachev  Kovachev -0.22 -12.33 55 m

30. Aaron Silverstein - Andrew Rosenthal Rosenthal -0.28 -9.27 33

31.  Danny Sprung - Phil Clayton Parrish -0.31 -17.07 55 e

32. Adam Wildavsky - Doug Doub Wildavsky -0.33 -10.93 33

33.  Finn Kolesnik - Harrison Luba Davinci  -0.35 -11.47 33

34.  Brent Xiao - Cornelius Duffie Rathi -0.40 -17.40 44

35.  John Schermer - Neil Chambers Wildavsky -0.48 -21.07 44 1

36. Ming Sheng - Yanong Han Han -0.50 -27.33 55 m

37. Ai-Tai Lo - Joshua Sher Baseggio -0.62 -33.87 55

38. Debbie Rosenberg - Max Schireson Henner  -0.65 -21.60 33

39. Alan Sontag - Gary Cohler Jacobs -0.65 -28.73 44

40.  Franco Baseggio - Jeff Ferro Baseggio -0.67 -37.00 55

41.  Christal Henner - Uday Ivatury Henner  -0.74 -24.53 33

42.  Chris Compton - Richard Leonardon Davinci  -1.10 -36.20 33

43. Adam Grossack - Eddie Wold Davinci  -1.45 -47.80 33

44.  Jeff Wolfson - Steve Garner Henner -1.47 -64.80 44

45, Chris Compton - SUB Davinci  -2.69 -29.60 11

—_
(@)}




Name VP IMP! AVG

1. | Shourie 70.32 | 77 14.06
Gavin Wolpert - John Hurd - John Kranyak - Kevin Bathurst - Rajath
Shourie - Vince Demuy

2. | Bailey 69.40 | 69 13.88
William Bailey - Daniel Korbel - David Grainger - Joel Wooldridge -
Josh Donn - Roger Lee

3. | Kovachev 63.21 | 55 12.64
Alex Hudson - Charlie Wilkins - Jacob Morgan - Valentin Kovachev

4, Rosenthal 61.43 | 51 12.29
Aaron Silverstein - Andrew Rosenthal - Chris Willenken - Eldad
Ginossar - Michael Rosenberg - Zach Grossack

5. | Bramley 60.27 | 43 12.05
Aaron Jones - Adam Kaplan - Bart Bramley - Greg Hinze - Owen Lien -
Venkatrao Koneru

6. Parrish 56.91 | 24 11.38
Adam Parrish - Danny Sprung - Greg Humphreys - Phil Clayton

7. Fleisher 55.58 | 20 11.12
Brad Moss - Brian Platnick - Chip Martel - Joe Grue - Kevin Rosenberg -
Marty Fleisher

8. | Wildavsky 54.11 | 9 10.82 | -
Adam Wildavsky - Doug Doub - John Schermer - Mark Lair - Neil 1.75
Chambers - Ron Gerard

9. | Nickell 53.05 | 11 10.61
Bobby Levin - Eric Greco - Geoff Hampson - Nick Nickell - Ralph Katz -
Steve Weinstein

10. | Goodman 49.70 | 7 9.94
Andy Goodman - Doug Simson - Eric Rodwell - Kevin Dwyer Rimstedt -
Mike Passell - Shan Huang

11. | Rathi 46.30 | -17 9.26
Amber Lin - Anant Rathi - Brent Xiao - Cornelius Duffie - Drew Hoskins
- Will Watson

12. | Jacobs 43.37 | -23 8.67
Alan Sontag - Billy Cohen - Claude Vogel - Gary Cohler - George Jacobs
- Larry Robbins

13. | Han 39.60 | -35 7.92
Jeff Fang - Ming Sheng - Wanfeng Mou - Yanong Han

14. | Baseggio 34.02 | -68 6.80
Ai-Tai Lo - Franco Baseggio - Jeff Ferro - Joshua Sher

15. | Henner 22,15 | - 4.43
Christal Henner - Debbie Rosenberg - Jeff Wolfson - Max Schireson - 105
Steve Garner - Uday lvatury

16. | Davinci 18.83 | - 3.77

118
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& 19753 On Board 39 of the 4th round, there

BOARD: 39

DEALER: SOUTH @ 0TS were a multitude of large swings... In
VULNERABLE: ALL *3 6 matches combined, 69 IMPs were
& 862 bantered back and forth...
® &6
¥ K98732 0L The 16 IMP swing in Baseg-
4 AJ6 4 KT98752 gio/Goodman was a double game
& 0J54 &% ATT swing when in the Open Room, Baseg-
gio/Ferro bid and made 4S while in
Par: -500 & AKQTBE the Closed Room, their teammates, Lo
2 b v @l @ A6 and Sher bid and made 5DX.
NS 2 1 4 9 5 404
EW 18 11 8 3 6 FNCE
4S could have been defeated.
Home team Visiting team P Room * IMP Rimstedt led the C5 and Huang won
SR the CA. At this point, he needed to
shift to a diamond or continue clubs,
1 Bailey Han Open 44 S &Q = 620 - - setting up a 4th trick for the defense
Closed 46 S ¢A = 620 before the HK is knocked out. Who
. Open 46 S &5 = 620 can blame him though for shifting to
2 Baseggio Goodman Closed 5¢x E @K = 750 16 _ his singleton heart in his partner’s bid
suit, hoping for a ruff. He led his heart
3 Bramley Rathi Open 6¢ E @A -1 100 13 and Declarer claimed 10 tricks.
Closed 5¢x E &K = 750 -
4 Davinc Wildavsky Open 4@ S #Q = 620 _ _ Inthe Closed Room, Lo, West, and
Closed 46 S ¢A = 620 Sher, East, bid to the cold 5D game on
) Open 4& S ®7 = 620 this auction:
5 Fleisher Henner 12 — ' —
Closed 46 S &Q -1 100 ““ﬂn
6 Jacobs Kovachev R I S 12 L
Closed 46 S 46 -1 100 19 PASS 2¢ 2o
7 Nickell Parrish Open 56 5 <A -1 100 13 3¢ L& 5¢ DBL
@) Closed 46 S 46 +1 650 PASS PASS PASS
. Open 46 S &) -1 100
8 Rosenthal = Shourie Closed 5éx S <A -1 200 3 Simson led the SK. Sher ruffed in

dummy and knocked out the HA. Sim-
son played a low diamond from his Qx and

® W * 19753 ow di

ST R *QITS Sher won the jack in dummy.
16

yA 4 36 PASS 4@ :gﬁz

EASSRIRASSREASS He ruffed a heart, ruffed a spade and re-

turned to hand with the CA. He cashed the DK
and claimed 11 tricks.

N Franco Baseggio

Table: OP 2, Round: 4

N-S: Baseggio
211MP
E-W: Goodman
4 IMP

®
*K98732

+AJb

#(0J54

W Kevin Dwyer Rimstedt

&6
@4
¢ KT98752 16 IMPs is the largest swing so far on any one

& ATT board in the tournament... but today’s a new
E Shan Huan; day!

o AKQT84
* A6

¢ 04
+K93

S leff Ferro

“ Good luck to all!

soul

44
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